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A. D.    This   is   what is popularly known as Dr. Kern's Nine Gems Theory,
We have yet another theory assigning  Kalidasa
to   the   6th   century   A, D.   This is known as the
Renaissance Theory of Prof.   Max Muller.    He holds
that the Vedic age and the first   period   of  Sanskrit
literature ended with the 1st century B. C.   Then, as a
result of the   frequent  foreign   invasions   and  the
consequent intellectual lethargy,   there was   a   long
interval  of literary inactivity.    The first five centuries
formed a dark age in the history of Sanskrit litterature.
Then there was a revival of all branches   of learning
in the reign of Vikramaditya of the 6th century A. D.,l
which was the golden age of court poetry.    Kalidasa
was the leader of this Renaissance, a*nd so   he   must
have lived in the 6th century A. D,
But we have to reject these theories on the strength, of the following details pointing to an earlier date:- Dingnaga and Nichula are, according to some commentators, referred to in a verse of the Megha-sandesa of Kalidasa (Vide Appendix A-8). The fact that Kalidasa was a contemporary of Dingnaga is upheld by the commentator Mallinatha and by an earlier commentator Dakshinavarta, This Dingnaga was a Buddhistic philosopher and logician and is ascertained to have flourished in the 5th century A. D. is the autferr of
